=
AFSCME

We Make America Happen
Gerald W. McEntee
President
Searton Treasurr January 17,2012
Vice Presidents
Ken Allen
Portiand, OR
Henry L Bayer .
N Members of the Committee on Ways and Means
oA U.S. House of Representatives
i Washington, D.C. 20515
GBeg Dmurz‘ux
D,,,:'; i,";'m,,u, Dear Representative:
Albany, NY
iy On behalf of the 1.6 million members of the American Federation of State, County
s 4 and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), I write to urge you to oppose H.R. 1173, the
Albers Garrr misnamed Fiscal Responsibility and Retirement Security Act of 2011. The bill repeals the
wa: G':o,ge " Community Living Assistance Services and Suppc?rts (CLASS) program, which was designed
. “‘”T; “r: to be a voluntary insurance program to help American workers pay for long-term care
Ty services and supports that they may need in the future.
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65 today will need, at some point in their lives, help with basic daily living activities, such as
bathing, feeding and dressing. Repealing the CLASS program and replacing it with absolutely
nothing offers no help to millions of Americans who want to maintain their health,
independence, and dignity when they lose the capacity to perform basic daily activities
without assistance.

Medicare does not cover long-term care services. Medicaid does cover long-term care
but Medicaid pays only for services for people with very limited financial means. Private
long-term care insurance can be costly and difficult to purchase, especially if an individual
has a pre-existing condition. Indeed, only about one-in-ten Americans age 55 and older has
long-term care insurance.

The CLASS program is not perfect and has some challenges, but now is not the time
to accept the status quo for the financing of long-term services and supports, which relies by
default almost exclusively on Medicaid. Repealing the CLASS program is not a solution and
promotes a fiscal default policy of increasing Medicaid costs and requiring middle-class
Americans to impoverish themselves to get long-term care. We urge you to oppose H.R.
1173.
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