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Dear Majority Leader Thune and Leader Schumer:
 
We, the undersigned state and local officials, are writing to express our opposition to the reconciliation bill (H.R. 1) and ask you 

to protect the public services our communities depend on. By cutting Medicaid, SNAP and other critical public services, this bill 
threatens to destabilize state and local budgets and force deep cuts across the board that will diminish public services and hurt 
working families nationwide – all to give billionaires tax breaks.  

 
Medicaid accounts for the largest portion of federal funding to state budgets and is the largest funder of long-term care services 

in the U.S. Without this critical funding and due to other provisions in the bill, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates 
roughly 15 million people will lose their health coverage and become uninsured by 2034. The cuts outlined in H.R. 1 will also mean 
nursing homes, hospitals, home care and other critical health care services will disappear, leading to job losses in the health care 
sector. As people lose Medicaid coverage, hospitals and providers will face an estimated $48 billion in uncompensated care costs. 
Altogether, this will place an incredible strain on states, cities and towns and other local governments and will cost lives. 

 
Moreover, the bill’s proposed work requirements for Medicaid beneficiaries will impose huge costs on states, including adding 

compliance systems and a need for greater staffing at agencies that are already understaffed. Experience in Arkansas and Georgia 
shows that work requirements do not result in more people working. They actually lead to huge losses in coverage for workers due to 
red tape. The reality is these provisions will result in cuts and needlessly harm our country’s most vulnerable populations who need 
Medicaid to live. 

 
 The bill also shifts $300 billion in costs to states and local governments for both the benefits and administrative costs of the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). This provision threatens the food security of more than 40 million Americans 
including one in five children. There will be no way for state governments to cover all these new expenses without making cuts to 
other critical services like our schools or roads. 

 
The bill also automatically triggers historic cuts to Medicare, which will spell disaster for seniors. As critical health care 

services are ripped away from seniors, their families will struggle to care for them. That will place huge costs on our workforce, our 
economies and our communities.  

 
Taken together, the cuts that are included in H.R. 1 will place an impossible burden on states. Forced to make up for the massive 

shortfalls in federal funding, every sector of our state and local economies will suffer, from health care to higher education, public 
safety to public schools. Services that our communities rely on will be slashed; and the people who provide them may be furloughed 
or laid off.  

 
As government leaders, we understand the importance of rooting out fraud, waste and abuse to keep public services strong, but 

this plan fails to do that. Instead, it would rip the very fabric of our nation’s social safety net wide open to give the wealthiest people 
tax breaks they don’t need. Meanwhile, veterans, seniors, children, people with disabilities and all working people will suffer. 

 
America’s state and local elected leaders urge you to vote against this damaging and reckless plan. The health, safety, and well-

being of our communities are too important.  

The Honorable John Thune
Majority Leader
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Minority Leader
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

June 12, 2025 
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City Councilmember, 
City of Columbus

Otto Beatty III
City Councilmember, 
City of Columbus

Seth Walsh
City Councilmember, 
City of Cincinnati

Rob Dorans
Columbus City Council 
President Pro Tempore

Nancy Day-Achauer
Councilmember, City 
of Columbus

Bebe Heitic
Councilor at-Large, 
City of Barberton

Blaine A. Griffin
President of Cleveland City 
Council, City of Cleveland

Jocelyn Rhynard
School Board Member, 
Dayton City Schools

Karen Wick
School Board Member, 
Dayton Public Schools

Gary W. Arnold SR
School Board President, 
Trimble Local Schools

OREGON

Tina Kotek
Governor

Tobias Read
Lieutenant Governor

Dan Rayfield
Attorney General

Kayse Jama
Senate Majority Leader

Janeen Sollman
State Senator

Jeff Golden
State Senator

Deb Patterson
State Senator

Matt Keating
City Councilor, City of Eugene

PENNSYLVANIA

Austin Davis
Lieutenant Governor

Joanna McClinton
Speaker of the House

Tina Davis
Majority Secretary

Arvind Venkat
State Representative

Ben Sanchez
State Representative

Ben Waxman
State Representative

Bob Merski
State Representative

Christina Sappey
State Representative

Jan-Michele Kearney
Vice Mayor, City of Cincinnati

Dan Frankel
State Representative



Dan Miller
State Representative

Jennifer O’Mara
State Representative

Jim Haddock
State Representative

Joe Webster
State Representative

Johanny Cepeda-Freytiz
State Representative

John Inglis
State Representative

Liz Hanbidge
State Representative

Malcolm Kenyatta
State Representative

Nathan Davidson
State Representative

Paul Takac
State Representative

Tarah Probst
State Representative

Tim Brennan
State Representative

Abigail Salisbury
State Representative

Chris Pielli
State Representative

Dan Goughnour
State Representative

David M. Delloso
State Representative

Ed Neilson
State Representative

Jeanne McNeill
State Representative

Jessica Benham
State Representative

Jose Giral
State Representative

Justin Fleming
State Representative

Lisa Borowski
State Representative

Melissa Cerrato
State Representative

Melissa L. Shusterman
State Representative

Napoleon Nelson
State Representative

Patrick J. Harkins
State Representative

Tim Briggs
State Representative

Mike Schlossberg
State Representative 
& Majority Whip

Nick Pisciottano
State Senator

Nikil Saval
State Senator

Dan Grzybek
Councilmember, 
Allegheny County

Jon Irons
County Commissioner, 
Lehigh County

Kendra Brooks
City Council, Minority Leader, 
City of Philadelphia

Tyler Titus
City Council, Erie City

Jeffery Young Jr.
City Councilmember, 
City of Philadelphia

Rue Landau
City Councilmember, 
City of Philadelphia

Isaiah Thomas
Councilmember at-Large & 
Majority Whip, Philadelphia

Nina Ahmad
Councilmember at-Large



RHODE ISLAND

Sabina Matos
Lieutenant Governor

Deborah Fellela
State Representative

Grace Diaz
State Representative

Dawn Euer
State Senator

Jonathon Acosta
State Senator

Melissa Murray
State Senator

TEXAS

Chris Turner
State Representative

Gina Hinojosa
State Representative

Lulu Flores
State Representative

John Bucy III
State Representative

Gene Wu
State Representative & House 
Democratic Caucus Chair

Andy Brown
County Judge, Travis County

Kirk Watson
Mayor, City of Austin

Ron Nirenberg
Mayor, City of San Antonio

Vanessa Fuentes
Mayor Pro Tem, City of Austin

Edward Mungia
City Councilmember, 
City of San Antonio

Jose “Chito” Vela
City Councilmember, 
City of Austin

José Velásquez
City Councilmember, 
City of Austin

Mike Siegel
City Councilmember, 
City of Austin

Ryan Alter
City Councilmember, 
City of Austin

Zo Qadri
City Councilmember, 
City of Austin

Phyllis Viagran
Councilwoman, City 
of San Antonio

UTAH

Angela Romero
House Minority Leader

Luz Escamilla
Senate Minority Leader

Ashlee Matthews
State Representative

Grant Amjad Miller
State Representative

Jake Fitisemanu
State Representative

Doug Owens
State Representative & 
Minority Caucus Manager

Daniel W. Thatcher
State Senator

Karen Kwan
State Senator

VIRGINIA

Charniele Herring
Delegate & Majority Leader

Scott A. Surovell
Senate Majority Leader

Adele McClure
Delegate

Alfonso Lopez
Delegate

Amy Laufer
Delegate



Atoosa Reaser
Delegate

Betsy Carr
Delegate

Bonita Anthony
Delegate

Briana Sewell
Delegate

Delores McQuinn
Delegate

Delores McQuinn
Delegate

Destiny LeVere Bolling
Delegate

Elizabeth Bennett-Parker
Delegate

Irene Shin
Delegate

Jeion Ward
Delegate

Kathy Tran
Delegate

Laura Jane Cohen
Delegate

Marcus Simon
Delegate

Mark D. Sickles
Delegate

Michelle Lopes Maldonado
Delegate

Patrick Hope
Delegate

Paul Krizek
Delegate

Phil Hernandez
Delegate

Rae Cousins
Delegate

Rip Sullivan
Delegate

Rodney Willett
Delegate

Rozia Henson
Delegate

Shelly Simonds
Delegate

Vivian Watts
Delegate

David Bulova
Delegate

Fernando J. “Marty” Martinez
Delegate

Karen Keys-Gamarra
Delegate

Michael Jones
Delegate

Adam Ebbin
State Senator

Barbara Favola
State Senator

Creigh Deeds
State Senator

Dave Marsden
State Senator

Ghazala Hashmi
State Senator

Jennifer B. Boysko
State Senator

Jennifer Boysko
State Senator

Jennifer Carroll Foy
State Senator

Kannan Srinivasan
State Senator

Lamont Bagby
State Senator

Lashreces Aird
State Senator

Russet Perry
State Senator

Saddam Azlan Salim
State Senator

Saddam Salim
State Senator



Schuyler VanValkenburg
State Senator

Stella Pekarsky
State Senator

Aaron Rouse
State Senator

Jeremy McPike
State Senator

Mamie Locke
State Senator & Democratic 
Caucus Chair

Phillip Jones
Mayor, City of Newport News

WASHINGTON

Jamie Pedersen
Senate Majority Leader

Adison Richards
State Representative

Emily Alvarado
State Senator

Javier Valdez
State Senator

Jessica Bateman
State Senator

Matt Boehnke
State Senator

Noel Frame
State Senator

Sharon Shewmake
State Senator

Rosie Ayala
Council Member, Pierce County

Carolina Mejia
County Commissioner, 
Thurston County

Ryan Mello
County Executive, Pierce County

Chris Roberts
Mayor, City of Shoreline

Kevin Schilling
Mayor, City of Burien

Emily Stone
City Councilmember, 
City of Gig Harbor

Olgy Diaz
City Councilmember, 
City of Tacoma

Paul Charbonneau
City Councilmember, 
City of Newcastle

Clark Gilman
Councilmember, City of Olympia

Jasmine Vasavada
President, Port of Olympia

John Kennedy
School Board Director, 
Pasco School District

WISCONSIN

Sara Rodriguez
Lieutenant Governor

Greta Neubauer
Assembly Minority Leader

Alex Joers
State Representative

Amaad Rivera-Wagner
State Representative

Andrew Hysell
State Representative

Angela Stroud
State Representative

Angelito Tenorio
State Representative

Ann Roe
State Representative

Ben DeSmidt
State Representative

Brienne Brown
State Representative

Christian Phelps
State Representative

Christine Sinicki
State Representative

Clinton Anderson
State Representative

Francesca Hong
State Representative

Jill Billings
State Representative



Joan Fitzgerald
State Representative

Jodi Emerson
State Representative

Joe Sheehan
State Representative

Karen DeSanto
State Representative

Karen Kirsch
State Representative

Lee Snodgrass
State Representative

Lisa Subeck
State Representative

Lori Palmeri
State Representative

Margaret Arney
State Representative

Mike Bare
State Representative

Priscilla A. Prado
State Representative

Randy Udell
State Representative

Renuka Mayadev
State Representative

Robyn Vining
State Representative

Ryan Clancy
State Representative

Ryan Spaude
State Representative

Supreme Moore Omokunde
State Representative

Tara Johnson
State Representative

Vincent Miresse
State Representative

Angelina Cruz
State Representative

Darrin B. Madison Jr.
State Representative

Deb Andraca
State Representative

Brad Pfaff
State Senator

Chris Larson
State Senator

Dora Drake
State Senator

Jamie Wall
State Senator

Jodi Habush Sinykin
State Senator

Kelda Roys
State Senator

Kristin Dassler-Alfheim
State Senator

Mark Spreitzer
State Senator

Melissa Ratcliff
State Senator

Robert Wirch
State Senator

Sarah Keyeski
State Senator

Tim Carpenter
State Senator

Jeff Smith
State Senator

Justin Bielinski
County Supervisor, 
Milwaukee County

Juan Miguel Martinez
Milwaukee County Supervisor

Bryan Kennedy
Mayor, City of Glendale

Steve Schmelzling
Alderman, City of Glendale

Danielle Bailey
School Board Member, 
Glendale River Hills Schools

Wanda J. Montgomery
Village President, Village 
of Brown Deer


